
ואברהם זקן בא בימים וה' ברך את אברהם בכל
(בראשית כד:א)

 
“And אברהם grew old, and 'ה blessed אברהם
with everything”.

This is a very well-known פסוק, said by many
every ראש חודש after הלל. But what is meant
by “everything”?

The שפע חיים of Sanz זי’’ע says that
throughout אברהם’s life, people will have been
feeling sorry for him. He was challenged in so
many ways, from almost being killed by נמרוד,
to having his wife abducted twice, to famine to
childlessness... And those people observing all
this will have also been warning their children:
“Don’t follow in the path of that man. He
believes in some strange ideas and conducts
himself in strange ways. Well, look what
happens. Better stick to עבודה זרה!” And this
will have made all of אברהם’s problems double
as hard, because his ultimate desire was to be
a shining example to the world, to show what
tremendous ברכה comes to those who serve 'ה
properly.

But by the end of his life, the tables were
turned. Everyone could now see that there was
nobody more blessed than אברהם, and that his
unrelenting commitment to אמונה in 'ה resulted
in the most glorious end result. 

In this way אברהם, late on in life, was truly
blessed בכל: he had achieved everything he
wished for but most of all he had become a
living embodiment of 'קידש ה.

And this is our תפילה: 
הרחמן הוא יברך אותנו… כמו שנתברכו אבותינו
 ...אברהם יצחק ויעקב בכל מכל כל

הנותן ליעף כח

Although this ברכה is not mentioned in the גמרא, it still
occupies an important place in our ברכות השחר. On a
simple level, we thank 'ה for giving us strength to start
our day and fulfil our תפקיד in this world.

The question is: why do we make this ברכה at the end
of our morning ברכות, surely it should be at the start?

Perhaps the answer can be found in the use of the
word יעף. The normal word for being tired is יעף .עיף
on the other hand, refers to someone who is totally
worn out. רש’’י and רד’’ק on the possuk נותן ליעף כח
who כלל ישראל say that it really refers to ((ישעיה מ:כט
are exhausted after the long גלות.

If so, then the ברכה is in the right place, grouped
together with the other ברכות that refer to כלל ישראל. 

As well as its simple meaning, the ברכה is also there
to be מחזק our אמונה, namely to realise and
recognise that הקב''ה has indeed given us the כח to
endure this long גלות.
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Q: Why doesn’t 'ה
create us as fully-
grown human beings
the way he created
?אדם הראשון
A: 'ה creates us as
helpless babies who need
to rely on our parents
for everything in order
that we get used to the
concepts of trust and
.בטחון

In this way, when we get
older, we can channel
those experiences into
trusting 'ה. As we become
more independent, we rely
less and less on our
loved ones because the
older a person gets the
more he’s supposed to
have learnt to trust 
only in 'ה. 
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Rivka was an American girl learning in a Seminary
in ארץ ישראל. As פסח drew closer, all the girls
excitedly started booking their tickets and
making their plans to go home. Rivka however,
did not. Her parents couldn’t afford to bring her
home and had instead made arrangements for
her to go and stay with family friends for יום טוב -
people Rivka didn’t know. Rivka was heartbroken
at not having the opportunity to spend פסח with
her family, and davened to 'ה to help her. Until
the very end of term, Rivka kept davening - she
did not give up. 

On the very last day, as the other girls were all
packing up to leave, a random lady walked into
the Seminary and said that she was offering
round-trip tickets to America if a girl could help
her with her infant twins on the flight. Rivka
jumped at the opportunity and spent a beautiful
with her family in the merit of her sincere יום טוב
 .תפילות

This Tuesday כז חשון marks the 23rd Yohrzeit of
the second Pshevorsker Rebbe, Rav Yaakov
Leizer זצ"ל.

Reb Yankele, as he was commonly known, was
born in תרס"ו in the village of Roig, not far from
the town of Riminov in Galicia to his parents Reb
Dovid Yitzchok and Pessel Tirtzah, who were
Shinover חסידים. 

As a young boy his family moved to Yaslisk and
he learnt under the local רב, Reb Efraim Dovid
Halberstam זצ"ל. He went on to learn by his רבי
the ,הי"ד Reb Chuna Halberstam ,מובהק
Koloshitser Rebbe. In תר"צ he became engaged
to Rebbetzen Alte Binah the daughter of the
Pshevorsker Rebbe but got married only 5 years
later.

During World War Two he was sent to Siberia
after which he returned to Poland where he lived
in Breslau and Krakow and paskened many
complicated שאלות which arose due to the war,
especially in regard to being מתיר עגונות.

In תש"ט he went to live in Paris and 8 years later
moved to Antwerp where he became the
Pshevorsker Rebbe following the פטירה of his
father in law Reb Itzikel. 

He was known as a big תלמיד חכם and פועל
who איד a ,מלוה מלכה One time during .ישועות
had been married for many years and had not
been blessed with children went to him for a
Reb Yankele gave him a chicken bone .ברכה
which is 'bayn' in Yiddish and said ‘here is your
bayn’! (a play on the word בן which means 'son').
9 months later, this איד had a baby boy!
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